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?fAWT  TO  SELL  BOrlDS?  July  14,  1942, 

The  other  day  the  Treasury  Department  dispatched  a  bevy  of  telegrams  to 
broadcasters  all  over  the  nation,  sounding  them  out  on  the  prospect  of  making 
radio  stations  accredited  purchase  points  for  v/ar  Bonds  &  Stamps.  The  basic 
idea,  of  course,  is  that  since  radio  already  gives  the  Treasury  drive  heavy- 
T/veight  support,  it  might  as  v/cll  go  vfholo-hog  and  help  soil  Bonds  and  Stamps 
over  the  counter  as  well  as  over  the  air» 

The  plan  has  a  reverse-English  angle,  also,  lending  more  authority  to 
station  appeals  and  providing  an  avenue  for  some  smart  so  If -promotion  and 
local  prestige-building  by  individual  stations. 

Thus  far,  something  over  512  replies  have  boon  received  by  the  Treasury. 
Only  60  of  those  objected  in  any  v/ay  to  the  plaii,  and  for  a  variety  of  valid 
as  well  as  non-valid  reasons.   The  rest  of  the  responses  -".Tore  in  the  affirmative, 
and  largely  enthusiastic.  On  the  basis  of  these  returns,  the  Treasury  is  now 
working  out  the  -mechanical  details  of  a  plan  that  is  to  be  submitted  to  coioncil 
members  of  the  BVC  at  a  session  in  Chicago  this  coining  Thursday  (July  16). 

The  BVC  v;ill  thus  have  an  opportunity  to  review  the  relative  merits  of 
the  project,  make  any  recoimnondations  thought  desirable,  and  report  further 
on  the  subject  in  an  early  BVC  newsletter. 

GROULIDLESS  RUMOR  DEPT. 

Contrary  to  what  you  iTiay  have  heard  clsciThere,  over  coffee  cups  or  in  the 
back  of  pool  parlors,  there  is  no  truth  to  the  roaming  rmnor  that  the  WPB  is 
about  to  release  a  paid  advertising  schedule  for  radio.  The  thought  isn't  oven 
contemplated.  As  a  matter  of  blunt  fact,  the  BVC  laio',7S  of  nary  a  government 
agency  -  other  than  the  Arm.y  and  Navy  recruiting  bureaus  «  that  has  placed  or 
intends  to  place  any  paid  advertising  v.dth  our  friends,  the  novTspapcrs,  or  vrith 
broadcasters.  "Jhere  the  notion  started,  wc  don't  icnov:.  Obviously,  it's  been 
spread  by  people  with  a  sense  of  rumor. 

There  have  been  of  course,  private  and  patriotic  campaigns,  on  behalf  of 
of  certain  v^ar  measvircs,  conducted  by  organized  industry.  Limy  oil  and  rubber 
companies  boosted  the  scrap  rubber  drive  this  vray.  "Donated"  advertising  by  :^' 
stores  and  trade  groups,  has  plugged  the  sale  of  ' fcir   Bonds  and  Stamps.  Some  of 
the  steel  companies  used  ad  copy  to  lo.ud  the  collection  of  scrap  iron  and 
steel,  vrhile  ncv/spapors  and  air  time  v,rill  be  utilized  commercially  by  soap- 
makers  in  behalf  of  the  kitchen  fats  salvage  campaign* 

The  BVC  has  received  several  inquiries  from  stations  xrho   had  encountered 
this  rumor,  heralding  paid  advertising  direct  from  iTashington.  They  can  now 
relax.  V.'ashington  neither  knov/s  nor  plans  anything  about  it» 
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FOR  YOUR  RATIONIilG  BO/-RD 

Last  xrcok,   you'll  romcmbcr,  v;c  printed  in  full  a  letter  from  Joel  Dean, 
Chief  ef  Fuel  Rationing  for  the  Office  of  Price  Administration.   It  said,  in 
effect,  that  station  technicians  and  other  essential  m.euber3  of  station  staffs 
arc  definitely  eligible,  by  nature  of  their  vrork,  for  increased  allotments  of 
gasoline* 

The  BVC  has  had  a  slue  of  requests  for  extra  copies  of  this  letter  from 
broadcasters  xrho   v;ant  to  send  it  to  their  local  rationing  boards  along  v/ith 
the  regular  form  for  supplemental  ration.  As  a  result,  v;e 'vo  had  the  original 
document  planographed  -  that's  a  kind  of  photostat  reproduction  -  and  \rill   be 
able  to  supply  copies  in  quantity  at  ten  cents  per.  The  money  covers  actual 
cost  of  preparation,   (if  vrc  wore  really  out  to  make  cash,  vro'd  soak  you  fifty 
cents  each  and  don't  say  they  vrouldn't  be  vxorth  it.) 

YOU'LL  Fim   IT  PIELPIiirL 

The   Treasury  Department   -  whose  v/ork   is   never  done   -  is    sending  to  all 
broadcasters  a  Little  Gem  Kit  of  advertising  material  covering  all  the  pro- 
motional slants  upon  v;hich  its   current  drive  for  universal  adoption  of  the 
voliintary  payroll  deduction  plan  is  based.     The  idea,    as  you  probably  knar, 
is   to  have  all   employees   request  their  employers  to  retain  at  least   10/i  of 
their  salary  each  v;eek  -  the   sum  to   go  for  ..'ar  Bonds   &  Sta-mps« 

Thus   far,  Amoricaiis  have  accepted  the   idea  reluctantly.     A  great  deal 
more   pushing  must  be   done  by  radio  and  tho   other  media.      If   quotas   are  not 
generally  met  -  and  in  the  East  they  lag  noticeably  behind  expectations   -  the 
specter  of  compulsory  deductions  becomes  a  good  deal  moro  than  a  specter. 

Fev/  people  seem  to  realize  that  the  sale   of  "far  Bonds   &;  Stamps   is   an 
important  factor   in  the  national  program  to   evade    inflation.     ITot   only  do  they 
give    our   government  the   money  vrith  which  to  buy  weapons,   but  they  also   drain 
off  the    surplus  Virrirtimo   income  -which  is  beginning  to  exceed  by  r^\ny  billions 
the  value   of  available  civilian  goods  v;hich  that  money  can  buy. 

The  Treasury  package  has    some  highly  helpful  material   In  it.      Stations  v/ho 
conscientiously  study  t?io   advertising  copy  and  approaches  being  used  vidll  find 
many  useful  angles  and  suggestions  to  enhance  their  oim  efforts  at  boosting 
the   co.mpaign.     Vfe  hope  that  they'll  continue  to  give   it   thoir  best.     The 
Treasury  is   loaning  hoavlly  upon  America's   broadcasters. 

STRi'.IGHT  FROM  BRITAIN 

The   OWI's   radio  division  calls   our   attention  to  the   fact   that  the   British 
government  recently  invited  a  handful  of  American  vromon  writers  to   come   over 
and   inspect   England's  vj-artimc    life  pointblanlc.     No  restrictions  xrcra  placed 
upon  them,   no  censorship   imposed. 

Today,    thcy»re  coning  back.     Already  in  this   country  is  Margaret   Culkin 
Banning,    a  front-rank  vromon' s  v/ritcr.     Returning  are  I&xino  Drivis   and 
Julia  Gardner  V/liito,   \Tliilo  Mrs.   Ford  Brou"n  and   I.  A.   R.  'Tylie  still   linger   in 
Britain.     All   of  them,   however,    are   available   for   radio  appearances    in  this 
country,    and  should  have  a  virealth  of  up-to-date  and  first-hand  inforriation 
to  unfold. 
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The  Cfin  asks  us  to  toll  you  that  if  ycu*rc   interested   ir.  hr.ving  orio   or 
i-norc  of  these  distaff  vn'iters   on  sono  of  your  programs,   by  all  ncans,    get  in 
touch  vdth  the  OITI.      There's  no  guarantee  that  they*  11  bo   delivered  F»   0.   B» 
in  a  carboard  carton  to  the   local  station  at  Hubcap,   Kansas   -  but  at  least 
the  OY'Il  can  advise  you  on  their  availability. 

TElLkS   SETOS   SUGGESTIONS 

Ideas   are  alvmys   shooting  around  hero  in  V/ashington,    coT.iing  fron  every 
tangent  and  every  corner  of  the  country*     Sonc  are  good,   and  others  xro   don't 
oven  tell  you  about.     Nothing  brings   out  plans,   schemes,   panaceas,  proposals, 
resolutions  and  over-all   cures   liko   a  v/ar.     Sonobody  alv/ays   has   an  ansvrcr  for 
everything  -  frovi  ho'7  to  take  proper  care   of  scared  bloodhounds  in  air  raid 
shelters  to  forr.Tulas  for  ixiking  synthetic  rubber   out  of  old  razor  blades, 

A  certain  ¥\rm   G»  C.  Atkins   of  Dallas,   Texas   -  vrho  deals   in  doncstic   and 
South  Anerican  popcorn  (so  v^rc  see  by  his  letterhead)   -  has  vnrittcn  to  a  nur.iber 
of  broadcasters  r{ith  an  idea  that  vrouldn't  be  bad  if  it  could  bo  nade 
universally  knoi-m*     It  soens   that  Mr.  Atkins  recently  drove  soinc  2,500  uilcs   on 
a  business  trip  -  out   Texas -xray  they  still  have   gasoline  -  and  vms  naturally 
v;orried  when  ho  encountered  11  cars   and  trucks  driving  along  v;ith  scni-flat 
tires.      Besides   those,    lie  counted  19  norc   dravm  up  along  the  high-way  r^aking 
repairs. 

He  advances   a  theory  that  the  motoring  public  should  adopt   a  generally 
recognized  systeii  of  signalling  whereby  tire   ailments  lught  be  discovered 
sooner.     This  would  consist  of  blovfing  your  horn  three  tines  v.'hencvcr  you  see 
a  brother  motorist  travelling  along  on  a  partially  flat  tire.     Then,  to  further 
clinch  things,   you  should  pass  the   stricken  car  or  truck,    giving  a  sign  with 
yovir  right  hand  "such  as  the   old  familiar  signal  used  by  the  Iiitch-hlkcr  - 
the  four  fingers   closed  v.dth  thumb  pointing  up#"     This  neighborly  act  might 
save  a  tire  and  tube  irhich  so;ic  innocent  motorist'  is  urarittingly  rolling  to 
ribbons* 

Of   course,    there's   alv/ays   the   possibility  that  the   other  driver  v/ill   stare 
ever   at   you  and  say:      "Lookit  the   dopc#     Already  traveling  in  a   car,    and  still 
he's  tryin''  to  hitch  a  ride."     People,    as  you  knov;,   arc  rather  peculiar.     It 
might  bo  easier  just  to  point  dovvn  at  the  tire,    like  motorists  have  boon  doing 
for  years • 

But,    since  we're  a  clearing  house  for   ideas  any\7ay  -  we   give  you  this   one. 
Radio  can  help  make  three  blasts   of  a  horn  nationally  synonymous  vrith  dire  tire 
trouble.     The  big  point,    it   seems   to  us,    is  that  today  v;c   have   a  heightened 
need  for  no ighbor lines s .     '71 th  rubber   so    critical,   radio   listeners   should  bo 
urged  to  call  attention  to  a  soft  or  flattened  tire  r/ith  all  the  alacrity 
that  they'd  report   a  forest  fire.  i 
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lATE  AND  VreLCO^JE  imiS   >^* 

YouUl  be  visibly  interested  in  at  least  one  aspect  of  a  rather 
lengthy  release  issued  this  day  (July  14)  by  the  national  headquarters  of 
the  Selective  Service  System  at  \fashington«  Among  other  things,  it 
definitely  labels  radio  broadcasting  as  an  "essential  activity",  including 
it  on  a  list  of  34  broad  essential  activities  whose  "products,  fo.cilities, 
and  services  aro  considered  necessary  to  war  production  and  essential  to 
the  support  of  the  vrar   effort." 

The  list  is  intended  as  a  guide  for  local  draft  boards  when  "considering 
individual  registrants  for  occupational  classifications,  but  in  no  v:ay 
alters  the  statutory  ban  on  group  dofcrmonts#" 

In  othor  words,  there »s  no  blanket  deferment  for  the  industry  as  a  lump 
nor  for  any  other  industry*  On  the  other  hand,  it  lends  much-noeded  validity 
to  individual  deferment  claims  v/hcro  the  loss  of  a  technician  or  an  •important 
staff  man  would  impair  service  rendered  by  the  particular  station  ho  v;orks 
for. 

« 

Also  significant  is  the  fact  that  3-A  dependency  vrill  now  bo  broken 
down  into  3-A  and  3-B  classifications  -  the  latter  embracing  men  vrith 
dependents  and  engaged  in  occupations  contributing  to  the  war  effort.   In 
view  of  broadcasting's  inclusion  as  an  "ossontial  activity",  it  soems 
reasonable  to  believe  that  many  radio  men  now  rated  as  3-A  vri.th  their  local 
boards  will  bo  reclassified  3-B»  If  the  need  arises,  3-A  men  will  bo 
called  to  military  service  first. 

Broadcasting  has  been  designated  under  the  general  heading  of 
"Communications  services",  along  v;ith  telephone,  telegraph,  newspapers, 
television,  and  the  repair  of  such  facilities. 

If  you  have  reason  to  point  out  the  nevr  set-up  to  any  local  draft 
board  that  might  bo  loathe  to  recognize  broadcasting  as  "essential",  we 
suggest  you  v;-rite  the  national  Selectivo  Service  headquarters  in 
Vfashington  for  Release  No.  279  (SS  File:  Vol.  VII).  It'll  give  you  all 
the  facts  you  nocdf 
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